the Honour to ferge i in the 


y miftry. 


ſy dear Hie, 4. 2 Nr 


that the following Sermon 
vas preachd; d; and tis with 


hab View that it is now 
lick. The Subject is great and 


- Wi frious/Attention. I expect the 
ſures of the Enemies of the Go- 


pleading the Cauſe of Jeſus, and 


deavouring to lead you into a ſa- 


W ld chearfully leave the Erent with 
s, and eſteem it a peculiar Ho- 


ches of Chriſt. Twould be my 
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un S for your Advantage 2 


made. 
portant, and therefore calls for your 


into whoſe: Hands i it may 2 46 
9 g Acquaintance with Him; but 1 


to preach the unſearchable 


0. greateſt | 
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* THe 
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reading the following Lines, may 


your 1 og 


Love to him, that you may and 


nobleſt Teſtimony of 'theirExcelh 
in Death, and be atilaſt.removt 


of redeeming. Lore, and in behi 
ing the Glories of your exalted 
viour. cer pe 1 


| AN Prayer of - 
ge 7 our 121 aftedtionate Well wih | 
| and Stroant in the ij 


5 greateſt oy. to ſee you lovi Wat 


irit of Grace and Truth enligh 
give yo 4 fl 

viction f the Excelle 
of of te K Volelge of Chriſt, avi 
your HedFts with the moſt ar 


in the Defence of the glorious Th 
of Chriſtianity in Life, may g. 


thoſe; pure Manfions above, ub 
your Souls will be eternally ent 
tained in contemplating the Wand 


Nen 20 
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in the Knowledge H our Boil 0 


Son e ee, . and 
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YE all che ved ee „ 
ledge that of the Goſpel is the moſt 
"ſublime and excellent, as it gives us 
— ſuch glorious Views of the divme Per- © 
ſchons and fo evidently-tends, in à Variety of 
Inftances to promote our immortal Intereſt. 
The Study of Nature and the Knowledge of its 
various Beauties cannot but be pleaſant and en- 
wv. the wy > and if rightly improv'd, 
| dur Wonder, and engage our de: 1 
Ightful Contemplation of that Wiſdom ang 
Power, Which ate ſo eminently conſpicuouus 
therein. But after all our painful and laborious 
Searches into natural Things, we ſhall ſtill fall 
ort of Heaven if we are deſtitute of the 
Knowledge of Chriſt, who is the peculiar Glo- 
ty 'of the Goſpel Revelation, - and the eat Au- 
thor and Finiſher of our Salvation. was 
doubtleſs the Reaſon why the Apoſtle Pal, 
Man ſo eminent for his learned Aedinmments, 
determined to know nothing ſave Jeſus Chriſt and 
bim cruciſed, 1 Cor. ii. 8. —and upon this Ac- 
count it ſhould be the chief Care and Concern 
of all who are favoured with the Advantages of 
Goſpel Light, to be ſeeking with the urmoſt 
Diligence to grow in the Knowledge of err 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
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Perſons profeſſing 


- fonings of Sy 
_* Heving Jews of 


' a moſt warm, and. affectionate. Exhortition & 
them, vigorouſly. to oppoſe. ſuch proud B 
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Theſe. Words are introduced as an ante 


* Means of our continuing ſtedfaſt in the Faith 
ente delivered unto the Saints: For the Apoſtle 


ſenſible of the many dreatiful 0 pernicious 
Errors that were moſt induſtriquſly ſ _ about 
by the Enemies of Chriſt, and ara left ſome 
Godlineſs ſhould be unwarily | 
Paoli and ſophiſtical Rea-" 

Men,” * the be- 
4 — Hereſies chat 
Were = ug and concludes his Epi 


led aſide by the 


pacmers. who endeavoured. to infect the CH 
of Chriſt with their Corruption, to guard a- 
eainſt their Errors, and to, continue Wich che 
utmoſt Stedfaſtneſs in the Truth, which ther 
had received. Ye; therefore. beloved, ſeeing ye 


know theſe, Things before, beware leſt ye allo 


being led away with the Error of the Wicked, | 


. > fall from your own Stedfaſtneſs... And to wy 
them from apoſtatizing from the Faith,. and 


that their Hearts might be eſtabliſhed in the 
Ways ot Chriſt, he carneſtly exhorts them tu 
grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of gur 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; this being 3 


moſt excellent Preſervative againſt the cunning 
* Artifices of thoſe that lie in wait to deceive. 


As Ignorance of ſpiritual Things is à Sin ſo 


- .* Prevailing, amongſt us; and many are ſo cu·- 
rious and inquiſitive about what is but of little 


Uſe in the divine Life, ſo I take this Opportunity 


np. to. exhort you to employ all your 


wers in the Purſuit of the moſt amiable and 
excellent Knowledge, even that of Chriſt, and 
tal abour after the n Im n there · 
| | Rn; * 
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I Enquire whats included in the Knowledge 
of C Chriſt. - 
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III. Lay before you forne Directions Geer 
; for you to obſerve, that you may diſcharge 
this im Duty with the greateit Ad- 
vantage; and may the Spirit of Wiſdom 
and Revelation illuminate your Minds, and 

lead you into all divine Truth; give yo 1 

- the moſt. glorious Views'of the: great Re- 
deemer, and. warm your Hearts with the 
mot ardent Love to him; that you may 
give the brighteſt Evidences of your = To 
reſt in him, may ſpend your Days on Earth 
with the utmoſt Advantage, and at laſt may 


of Joy, where you will have the compleateſt 
Views of Jeſus, and rejoice in the everlaſt- 
ning W er of his Love. 


. I am to enquire, what is included in the 
Knowledge of Chriſt. The Object of this 
Knowledge is our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
which includes his .perſonal Glories, and all the 
various Branches. of hi his Mediation, particularly, 

dat he is God over all bleſſed for ever, being 
poſſeſſed of equally glorious Perfections with 
God the Father, and therefore the: proper Ob- 
| of all divine Worſhip and Adoration. That 
le received a Commiſſion from the Father * 


— . ⁵˙ ²J—̃ —˙wnwᷣ . v TSR 2 


- 4. AUR. i tt. oc — = LE S&H 


be removed to the everlaſting Hat#ations 


" ada 
, © the Office of a Medigtary 
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the higheſt Dignity 
Fulneſs of Time he was manifeſted 


- - .. Righteouſne 

| __.. filed, and ſeparate from Sinners, 
dured the Contradiction of Sinners, and wa 
| Werder ar pry. nn with. | Gritf, 


ceiv'd into the. heavenly Manſions, and is ther 
exalted above all Principali 
his Father's 


_ neſs. In ſhort, this Knowledge of Chriſt tale 


. wy 
* (48 - 
34 AE 
- * . „ * 
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e an 

to the Favour of God, and to advance * 
and Honour. That id be 
in the Field, 
That he fulfill d a 
is, an Was holy, 8 Unde⸗ 
That he en- 


and made under the Law. 


all that dreadful and Wrath h. 
flicted upon him which his People had 75 
and being put to the moſt painful and ignom 
nious 1, the Death of the ' Croſs, Sth 
might finiſh Tranſgreſſion, e 
make Reconciliation for „and bring in 
an ever hteouſneſs, 5 che Juſtiſication 
ap Salvation of his People. + That be are 

gain from the Dead on the third Day, 2 f mi 
abe Evidence of = Acceptableneſs of his &. 
criice, the Conque he dank Over the 
Powers of Darkneſs, and the glorious -Putchale 
he had made of eternal Life, That he aſcended 
up on high, and led Captivity captive, as re- 


ities and Powers 1 
Right-hand, where he makes. In 
terceſſion for us. That-accordingly in accum. 
pliſhing the Work of our Redemption he di- 
charges three diſtinct Offices. That he is/there- 
fore the Lord our Righteouſneſs and Strength, 


a = ſuitable and glorious Saviour, as being pob 
ſeſſed of every Qualification neceſſary to pi 


mote: and ; preſerve our Comfort and Happy 


and 
Judgmenh 


in his Doclrine and Example, his 


>) 


hauſtible-Fulneſs,” with every important Truth 
— him which is reveal'd in the Goſpel. 
And this Knowledge of .our Lord- and Saviour 
t 
1 abſolutely neceſſary to our ſpiritual Edifi- 
cation, and 2 iſſues in our eternal Salvation. 
It is therefore ſpeculative, ſpiritual, and trans- 
forming. — and practical. 


elf ſaving ; for there are too many who, be- 
ing favoured with the Advantages of the G0. 
hel have a clear and diſtinct Acquaintance with 
$« particular Truths relating to the Perſon and 
Mcdfation of Chriſt, and are yet in the Gall of 
Bitterneſs, and in the Bond of Iniquity. Yet 
this Knowledge is of ſingular Uſe and of 


ſtians make the moſt ſhining and illuſtrious Fi- 


pel. Knowledge is the Foundation of Practice; 
It is abſolutely neceſſary to the Exiſtence of 


well as to the comfortable Exerciſe of them: For 
how can we believe in an unknown Object? 


Feſus Cbriſt, if we are ignorant of his divine 
Excellencies ? The melancholy Effects of Igno- 


' where there is no Fear of God, or Concern for 


ſus Chriſt, fo their Lives are a perfect Scene of 


theſe 
caſt the utmoſt 9 upon them, and to 


i 


* 


EE bis glerious Titles, and his inex- 


Chrift is of the moſt important Kind; as 


1. It is ſpeculative; This indeed is not of 


great 
Importance in the divine Life; and thoſe Chri- 
who have the c Views of the Go- 


Faith, and every other Grace in the Soul, as 
How can we honour and eſteem the Lord 


rance are abundantly evident in thoſe Families 


Eternity. As they are abſolute Strangers tothe 
Perſon,” Characters and Offices of our Lord Fe- - 


- and Wickedneſs. Their Ignorance f 
ublime and exalted Subjects leads them to 


* 
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R 
dleeſpiſe thoſe who diſcover a Love to EA U 
42 laudable Teal for his latereſt and Wale 
Ĩ!be Mind may be ftor'd wah an abuadance'sf 
1 2 Knowledge; whilſt the Heart is de. 
| + Fiityte of ſaving Grace; but there cannot be 
aan true Holineis without ſome Knowledge,” k 
is not expected that all Chriſtians ſhauld have 
the ſame. Meaſures and Degrees of Knowledge, 

as all have not equal Capacities and Op k 

ties of Improvement: Rut we ſhould: all with 
the utmoſt Diligence ſeck after a clear and diſtinct 
Acquaiptance with Chriſt in all his Character 
and Works, as it has ſuch an Influence upon 
our Comfort and Happineſ . 
2. This Knowledge of Chriſt is ſpiritual and 
transforming. We may by a diligent Search 
into the Word of God attain to à notional 
Knowledge of Chriſt, and of the greateſt and 
maoſt important Truths, and yet be deſtitute of 
that Knowledge which is ſaving, it being of'z 

| and more excellent Kind, not only illu- 
minating the Underſtanding, but having a molt 
zowerful Influence upon the Will and A ffections. 
There's a ſpiritual diſcerning of divine Things, 
Which the natural Man in his higheſt Attain- 
ments, and in the fulleſt Exercite of his ta- 
tional Faculties knows nothing of. This Know- 
ledge is part of the new ſpiritual Creation; for 
we are faid to put on the new Man, which is 
renewed in Knowledge, after the Image | of bin 
that created bim, Col. iii. 10. It is the tpecial 
. Gift of God, and the gracious Effect of the 
Qperations af the Spirit of Chrift, taking of 
his Things, and ſhowing them unto ys. It 
FO of an aſſimilating Nature, producing a Con- 
rmity in the Soul to the glorious Object. As 
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= 3 Mootis and fee- 
e Face; ſo 4 ſpiritual View of 
4158 Jehu CHrift in kis Glory, and in 
be gear is Amp ta Work of his Media- 
ton ſtamps his Image üpen the Sor, and 
laves a divine Beatty chere; for as the Apo- + 
ſte Nys, coe ll with Fate bebolaing as 
in a Glaſs 4he Ae het OS ure thanged 
h the ps 9 r 1G 
the n bs the Lord, 2 Cor 
n. 18. 


It u Springt 28d Prag 1 
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vf denſe ; as taſting, Sc. 1 Per. ii. 3. There's 
1 Reliſh and Savour of Avinc Things, 
which greutly differs from that Knowledge 
vlüch terrniriates only in the Head. To have 
andings fly convinced from a 


dur Underft 
lludious Search into the Scriptures of the 
perſonal Glories and Excellencies of Chriſt, 
ind to be able to repreſent the various di- 
ſtint Branches of his Mediation with the 
ſigheſt Degree of tcaity, will but be an 
Aggravation to our future Condemnation ; 
unleſs we have a feeling Senſe of theſe glori- 
vis Truths, and walk under the Power and 
Inluenee of then. When the Eyes of our 
Minds are once effectually opened by the Spi- 
nt of Chriſt, and we are impreſſed with a 
deep: and affecting Senſe of our dangerous 
nd melancholy 'Circutnſtahces through Sin, 
We ſhall — ako * -cftabliſhed in = cr 
| ru 


dos the whole; we, know Chriſt arge 


Works, and Offices, that belong to bim 
This is the Knowledge of Chriſt that 
the, Heart, and influences the Lale; ir gina 
che ſame time powerfully conſtrains us to ur 
moſt zealous and chearful Obedience: 

therefore ſays the beloved Apoſtle, - hereby wy 
do know that we know bim, if we keep bi 
Commandments ;. be that. aith . 1 know him and 
- keepeth not bis nts. is 4 Liar, and 
the Truth is not in bim, 1 ü. 3, 4 


when we feel the warmeſt. Affections to, an 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt ardent Deſires aft 
him ; When we fee ſo, much of his Suitable 
neſs as to make him our Truſt and. Deper 
dance for Juſtification and Salvation, when 
we have ſuch a powerful Conviction of h 
Excellency, as to count all Things but Drok 
and Dung, that we may win Chriſt, and be 
found in him. This is the re do 
2 2 the ich wil ect _ 
our ex K of w configs 


our next 


1 I am to recommend 92 in m 
Text by a Variety of Arguments Growing 
in the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Tale Chriſt, ſuppoſes the Perſons to whom the 
xhortation was given, to be ſuch as had 4 

_ ſaving Acquaintance with him, and made i 
. 
pProvemem 


- 335 4 4 
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therein that they ſnould be con- 


of Chriſt as he is nted in the Goſpel, Evi- 
dence 'a' greater . ſtimation of him, ſtronger 


fore glorious Conformity to him —ꝛ— 
IJ vould not entertain uncharitable Thoughts 
of you; my young F riends, who uſually meet 
in this P | 
unt Parts of religious Worſhip, as if you 
were all abſolute Strangers to the Characters 
and Offices of | Chriſt, I hope better Things 
of many of you, even - Things which accom- 


ter and private Inſtruction in the Method of Sal- 
able ration by Chriſt, ſo 1 would hope there are 
epen- I but few who are entirely ignorant of this im- 
when WY portant Truth; I would therefore moſt im- 
u portunately beſeech you to attend with the 


utmoſt'Seriouſneſs to the Duty in my Text, 
and endeavour to make the moſt conſiderable 
Advances in that Knowledge which is ſo neceſ- 
lary to your preſent and everlaſting Comfort. 
What I propoſe by way of Argument to en- 
force the Diſcharge of this Duty is to ſet forth 


M appeared fo amiable in the View of the 
Wl; BY great Apoſtle Paul, that he counted all Things 
Our e ut Loſs for the Excellency of the Knowledge of 
one 7% Chrift. our Lord, Phil. vii. 8. As his 
1 5 Example is fo worthy of your Imitation, ſo 


may the ſame laudable Ambition be found in 


qrovemen ts 
med to have clearer and more diſtinct Views 


d more fervent Defites after him, and a 


lace, to join in all the various impor- 


pany Salvation: And as you have all enjoy'd | 
the Opportunities and Privileges of public 


to you the Excelleney of this Knowledge. 


you all after that Knowledge, the — 


Cay) 
| of which exceeds the Power. of Eloquence 6 
_ - kieiently,to deſcribe———— What I ſhall os 
to your Conſideration will be ſafficient to yin 
ou ſome Viem of it, and evidence it to be , 
3 to ſeek after the greateſt Adyane 
4 is therefore pleaſant and e 
tertainirg to the Mind, it w. make you 
772 ee and render you uſeſol u 

. will have a happy.: Influence. vpe 
your  SanCtification and for, and be 
excellent Means of ſecutin <4 rp 
Ppernicious-Etror, and of kexping ae 
in the Ways of Chriſt. 

: : 7. This Knowledge gives "the higheſt Pl 
and Entertainment to the Mind. The 


thematician receives a peculiar Satisfadtion 
in reſolving a diffieult Problem in that cum 


n e Part 'of Learning. I 
lofopher is highly. in viewing ve. 
rious Beauties of the Creation, and withway 


new Diſcoveries he makes in any Part of the 
natural World. How much more pleaſing 
think. you muſt it be to tale à View of the 
Method of Redemption by Chriſt, and bo 
contemplate the ſurpriſing Diſcoveries of li 
Love and Grace? This is a Subject moſt glo- 
rious and excellent in itſelf, and highly wor 
thy of your conſtant Study, as it is ſo parti 
cularly adapted to give the nobleſt Entemzin 
ment to an — Mind. Wich What 
pleaſing and delightful Wonder may you 4 
tend to that aſtoniſhing Myſtery, God mat 
| Teſted, in the Fleſh; a JOEY Contem- 


4 


Iminio 


elfec 
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_— which WY Beings ' 
. Entertainment? The more 


1 great Redeemer in the Circumſtances of 
« Humikation, the Triumphs of his Death, 
furreRtion and Aſcention, and the glorious 
i unparalle!'d Diſcoveries of his Love to 
len Man, the more will your Minds be 
(4 with the ſublimeſt Pleaſure, and your 
Unitation rais d to the nobleſt Pitch. Every 
rater in which he is repreſented. in the 
ſpel, every Title which i is given him, _— 
ery Relation in Which he ſtands to his Peop 
il preſent freſh Beauties to your 8 an 
wndantly reward your Diligence by the Plea 
you will receive. And ſhall not * 5 
lnfiderations raiſe your Attentio 
vr Emulation, #y animate your Sou w with 
moſt ardent Zeal in the Purſuit of fo ex- 
da Theme ?——The Fnowledge of Chriſt 
ves us the moſt amiable Views of the Perfec- 
I of God, by repreſenting them in all their 
ghtneſs and Glory.” With what delightful 
toniſhment may you attend to the infinite 
pts of the Riches of the Wiſdom and 
wledge of God in the ſurprizing Platform 
our Redemption, wherein every thing is fo 
aqjuſted as to lorify God, deftroy the 
minion, and fruſtrate the Deſigns of Satan, 
\efe@tuully ſecure the Salyation of the Sin- 
r With what 4 happy Mixture of Joy and 
erence may you view the amazing Diſco- 
of divine Love and Mercy in ſettin 
. Chriſt to be a Propitiation, and ſee inf: 
& Juſtice receiving from him a fuitable 8 
tixfaRion 


find the | 


view 


FE (a6). „ 
_ eisfation for the Offences of his People | 


24%. 


— 


ſnort, your Souls may here de enterti Ch 

with a moſt beautiful Harmony amongſt me 

"2 the Perfections of the divine Nature, Mer ner 
| and Truth meeting together, Righteouſte Me 
and Peace kiſſing each other, and all fmilin the 

upon the humble Sinner, and ſtanding ; lm 

many glorious Securities for the eternal Sah wit 

tion of every believing Soul. And can To Fol 

then neglect ſuch a noble Theme as this, or the 
ſlothful in the Purſuit of it ? Muſt not Chi the 

be a Subject worthy of the Contemplation pie 
intelligent Beings ? — He is an infmſ vg 
inexhauſtible Treaſure and cannot be thorou Big 


ly comprehended by our poor finite Min mo 
The more, we ſee of him, the more we! tru] 
loſt and bewilder'd in a View of his ſul <4 | 
lative Excellencies, and the Wonders of | for 
Grace. —: 55 Pur 
2. The Knowledge of Chriſt will mi Fri 
you appear with the greateſt Honour and tte 
vantage in Life. Young Perſons are gene Ap 
ally captivated with the Views of HGnoura the 
Applauſe, and therefore with what Dilige firal 
do they oftentimes labour to eſtabliſh ak mat 
putation in the World in thofe things old ate 
mer 

Chr 

an'/ 

exce 

you! 

moſ 

in y 

hack 

with 

pror 
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are peculiarly ſuited to their Taſte ? But wi 

is the Honour that ariſes from excelling ina 
outward Attainments tothat which comes in 
Improvements in Grace; #he Memo!) 

the Fuſt is bleſſed, but the Name of the Wi 
ed ſhall rot, Prov. x. 7. The righteo:/ 
be in everlaſting Remembrance, Pl. cui. 
They maintain the moſt honourable & 
| al 


CF) 

Character in Life; and their Names are ever 
mention d with the greateſt Reſpect and Ve- 
neration after they are laid in the Grave: Their 
Memory is precious to thoſe that heard of 
their Faith in and Love to Chriſt, and their 
Improvements in Grace will be ever recorded 
with Pleaſure by the Friends of Jefus. The 
Followers of the Lamb are indeed treated with 
the utmoſt Contempt by the Infidels of the 
the preſent Age, and are molt invidioully re- 
pfelenited' as Enemies to all Reaſon, and as 
vigorouſly promoting the Cauſe of Superſtition, 
Bigotry and Enthuſiaſm ; but they bear the 
moſt honourable Character amongſt all the 
truly pious, and are even oftentimes applaud- 
ed by Perſons of the moſt impious Practices 
for the Adornment of their Minds, and the 
Purity of their Lives. Would you then my 
Friends, be found amongſt the excellent of 
the Earth ? would you gain the Efteem and 
Applauſe of all the Friends of God? This is 
the Method you muſt purſue to obtain ſo de- 
firable an End: This is che Way for you to 
maintain the nobleſt Character in Life, and 
after your Deceaſe to have your Names ever 
mentioned with Honour in the Churches of 
Chriſt. And ſhall not this raiſe in your Souls 
n Ambition after that Knowledge which fo 
excellently beautifies your Minds and adorns 
your Characters? Should you not with the ut- 
moſt Zeal and Ardency be ſtriving to encreaſe 
in your Acquaintance with Chriſt, when it has 
ſuch a happy Tendency to make you appear 
with fo much Advantage, and ſo evidently 
promotes your Uf:fuln-is in Life? The more 
r £5 os you 


(/ 58 Y 


you know of - Chriſt, the more will you be 
freed from [thoſe hateful and  ungovernable 


Paſſions and ſelfiſh Views which are ſo deſtruc- 


tive of the Peace of Society, and ſo diſho- 


nourable to the Chriſtiap Name. This Know- 
ledge every way tends tu preſerve all the Ad- 
vantages and Bleſſings of Society, as it promotes 
in the Chriſtian a Temper moſt benevolent 
and generous. With what Concern then ſhould 
you be ſeeking after the higheſt Improvements 
in it, that you may always appear with Ho- 
nour, and be greatly uſeful in your reſpective 
Stations. AN 


255 3. The Knowledge of Chriſt will be a 


of promoting your Sanctification and Com- 
fort The Way to abound in good Works 
is to encreaſe in the Knowledge of God; and 
therefore the Apoſtle prays for the Church at 
Coloſſe, and de ſires that they might be filled 
with the Knowledge of God's Will in all his 
Wiſdom and Spiritual Underſtanding; that 
they might walk worthy of the Lord unto all 
pleaſing, being fruitful in every good Work, 
and encreaſing in the Knowledge of God, Col. i. 
9. 10. Growing in the Knowledge of Chriſt has 
an excellent Tendency to promote the impor- 
tant Work of Sanctification, as it gives us a 
greater View of our own Vileneſs and Un- 
worthineſs, „the dreadful Nature and Maligni- 
ty of Sin, the Glory and Majeſty of the di- 
vine Perfections, as it fortifies our Souls a- 
gainſt all Sin, and revives and ſtrengthens che 
Graces of the Spirit implanted in us. If our 
Knowledge indeed is _ of a notional kind 
at will leave us entirely under the Dominion of 


every 


| 2 


„ e 
every hateful Luſt; but that Knowledge which . % 
comes from the Spirit of Chriſt is productive 
of the nobleſt and moſt amiable Fruits, teach- 
ing us to, deny all Ungodlineſs and worldly 
Luſts, and to walk. ſoberly, righteouſly and 
| godly in this preſent · evil World. It fills. the 

Soul with the deepeſt Humility ; it ſtrength- 
ens our Faith in, and encreaſes our Love to 
Chriſt ; it ſubdues every predominant Luſt; 
it ſtrengthens our Purpaſes and Reſolutions 
for Holineſs ; it fills our Souls with a lively 
Hope of an everlaſting Inheritance; it re- 
moves our Fears, animates us with Courage 
in every Difficulty and tends to make us com- 
fortable and eaſy in every e of Life. And 
ſhall it not appear amiable in your View, and 
engage yout utmoſt Diligence in the Purſuit 
of it? Would you not have your] diſorderly 
Paſſions regulated, and your Souls array'd in 
the Beauties of Holinels ? Would you be 
making Improvements in every Grace and 
Virtue ? Converſe then much with Chriſt, and 
let your Souls be frequently viewing with Se- 
Nnouſneſs and Admiration the Excellencies of 
his Perfon, the Triumphs of his Croſs, and 
the inconceiveable Wonders of his Love. 
Theſe are the moſt powerful Diſſuaſives from 
Sin, and the moſt conſtraining Arguments to 
Obedience. Would you have your preſent 
Comforts and Difficulties ſweetened, and the 
Thoughts of Death made pleaſant by the live- 
y Hope of a happy Immortality? Be much 
in the ſtudy of Chriſt ; the Excellency of his 
Perſon, and the Fullneſs of his Satisfaction. 
Thoſe Ohriſtians that know moſt of Chriſt, 
always 
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always live moſt comfortably, and die moſt 
* "ſweetly ; whilſt” thoſe who; are too ignorant 
of him, and converſe but little with him, fall 
an eaſy Prey to the malicious Enemy, and 
are moſt frequently languiſhing under a pain- 
ful Suſpenſe about their eternal State. 
4. This. Knowledge will be an excellent 


Means of ſecuring you from the Errors of the 
FE Age, and of eſtabliſhing. you in the 

ays of Chriſt. 'You cannot be altogether 
infenſible of the Contempt that is caſt upon 
the Goſpel Revelation amongſt us, and of the 
Endeavours of many to ſubvert thoſe glorious 
Truths which are ſo eſſential to the very Being 
of Chriſtianity: And yet the Spread of Error 
is not only owing to the Induſtry and Artifice 
of thoſe who are Enemies to Chriſt, but in a 
great Meafure to the Ignorance. of proleſſing 
Chriſtians. When Perſons of a publick Cha- 
racter who have imbib'd Sentiments deſtruc- 
tive of the Goſpel, find their Congregations 
in general but ſmall Proficients in Knowledge, 
they can eaſily introduce thoſe Errors that are 
of the moſt pernicious Influence, and lead the 
unthinking Multitude into the moſt danger- 


dus and deſtructive Schemes. We are com- 


manded by a divine Authority to buy the 
Truth and ſell it not, Prov. xxiii. 23. to con- 
tend for the Faith once deliver'd to the Saints, 
Jude. 3. to turn away from thoſe who re/iſt the 
Truth, whoare Men of corrupt Minds, andare re- 
probate concerning the Faith, 2 Tim. ul, 5, 8, 9. 


We are to receive no other Goſpel than that 


which the Apoſtles of our Lord taught, who 
| received 


(a) 
received it not of Man, but were taught it bßỹß 
the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, Gal. i. 9. Er. 
But how can we diſcharge theſe Putics in 8 
ſuitable Manner unleſs, we know ſomething of 
Chriſt, and are capable in ſome; Reſpects of 
diſtinguiſhing between Truth and . Error? If 


jou are in a FEE; . Meaſure ignorant of the 
be a 


Goſpel, you wi ways like Children tofs'd 
to and fro with every Wind of Doctrine, and 
be influenced to believe. according to the Sen- 
ments of the Perſons you converſe with. 
Let me entreat you then for the Honour of 
Chriſt, and the Advantage of your Souls that 
jou labour after a greater Acquaintance with 
the glorious Redeemer. Sce that your 

may be impreſſed with a Senſe of the Neceſ- 
ſity and —— of Chriſt in all his Cha- 
ue tan and Offices. Let it be your great 
Concern to have a more clear and diſtinct 
Knowledge of him in his glorious Perſon, and 
his great Undertaking, to have a real Experi- 
ence of the Virtue of his Blood, and the In- 
fluences of his Death, Refurnetion and Inter- 
ceſſion in a Conformity of your Souls to his 
Image, and in a rejoicingin hope of his Glory : 
And this will be a Means of ſecuring you from 
all dangerous and important Errors, and of 
eſtabliſning your Hearts and Minds in the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, The ſubtle Reaſonings of 
cunning and deſigning Men will never be able 
to remove you from him that hath called you 
into the {race of Chriſt unto another Gol 
becauſe you have not only heard of or be by 


the Hearing of the Ear, but the Eyes of your 
Under- 
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Underftandings being enlightened; you ka. 
known what is the Hope of his Cal * 
what the Ricnes of the Glory of his Inheri. 
tance in the Saints, and have 2 his almighty 
Power, and Grace Wifing you from Death 
in Treſpaſſes and Sins, and enlivening your 
Souls with the Views of immortal Glory. 
Thus you ſee the Excellency of this Know- 
ledge and the unſpeakable Happineſs of thote 
that grow therein; and therefore what $9l- 
mon ſays Ece. i. 18. cannot be apply d to this, 
that in much Wiſdom there is much Grief, and 
he that encreaſeth in Knowledge encreaſeth er- 
row, becauſe this Knowledge is ſo peculiarly 
uſeful; purifying our Hearts, confirming our 
Faith, quieting our Conſciences, entertaining 
our Minds, fixing our Reſolutions for Holi- 
nefs, and ſecuring us from the dangerous Ef- 
fects of Apoſtacy Having thus offer d 
a few Arguments to exhort you to the Dit- 
charge of the Duty recommended in my Text; 
J leave them with the eternal Spirit to imprels 
upon your Minds, and to enable you to walk 
under the Influence of them, and now pro- 
ceed to the laft Thing. r 
III. To lay before you ſome Directions 
which ate neceſſary for you to obſerve, that 
you may diſcharge this important Duty with 
the greateſt Advantage. Then ſhall we know, 
ſays the Prophet, if we follow on to know the 
Lord, Hoſ. vi. 3. If you would be Profici- 
ents in the Knowledge of Chriſt, you mult 
uſe the utmoſt Diligence. Indolence in ſpi. 
| ri 
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al Things is always attended with the 
noſt ſhametul Ignorance, and never fails to 
wing upon the Sinner everlaſting Deſtruction. 
That you may be aſſiſted in this noble Pur- 


fit, 1 would recomment'to you the follow- 


ing Directions, in the diligent Obſervation of 


which you may expect the greateſt Succeſs. 
ze concerned then to attend upon the 
publick Ordinances of Chriſt—Be frequently 
converſing with the Word of God where 
Chriſt is revealed—See that your Minds are 
often employed in deep and ſerious Medita- 
ton upon Chriſt Be conſtant ' and importu- 
nate in Prayer for this Knowledge—And en- 
&avour to aſſociate with thoſe who are emi- 
nent for their Acquaintance with Chriſt, and 

their Love to him. 

1. If you would grow in the Knowledge 
of Chriſt, you muſt carefully attend upon the 
publick Ordinances where Chriſt is preached. 
God has graciouſly ſet apart one Day in ſe- 
ven for the Improvement of our Minds in 
ſpiritual Knowledge, and has accordingly ap- 
pointed publick Ordinances, the Miniftration N 
of which he crowns with the greateſt Suc- 
cels, by opening the Underſtandings of Sin- 
ners, and giving them the Light of the 
Knowledge of the Glory of- God in the Face 
of Jeſus Chriſt. As an indulgent Providence has 
favoured you with ſuch happy Opportunities, 
that at the Return of every Sabbath, as well 
as on other Days, you have Liberty of join- 
ing the Aſſemblies of Worſhippers, and of 
hearing the glorious Report of the Goſpel con- 

| cerning 
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cerping Chriſt ;; ſo let me entreat you to {6 
the higheſt Value upon ſuch Privileges, and 
be always attentive to the important Taſtrue. 
tions which are there given you. Indulge not 
the unhappy Temper of too many in the 
preſent Age, who have the Vanity to think 
themſelves above Inſtruction, and therefore 
neglect the ſacred Inſtitutions of God; nei. 
ther let a Spirit of Sloth, or a Fondnels for 
the Pleaſures and Amuſements of the preſent 
Life, -keep you abſent ; but let your Minds 
be conſtantly impreſſed with a Senſe of the 
Weakneſs and Imperfection of your Know- 
ledge, and let a View of the Excellency of 
an encreaſing Acquaintance with the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, invite you conſtantly to the 
Houſe of God, and make you appear amongſt 
the moſt zealous of his Worſhippers. - How 
beautiful and entertaining is it to dee Per- 
ſons in the Bloom of Lite, ſeeking with the 
utmoſt Ardency to have their Minds adorned 
with ſpiritual Knowledge, and therefore chear- 
fully watching at Wiſdom's Gates, and wait- 
ing at the Poſts of her Doors. It revives the 
Spirits of thoſe whoſe Hearts are trembling 
for the Ark of the Lord, and gives us the 
pleaſing Hopes of God's further Preſence 
with us, and the Continuance of the moſt 
invaluable Privileges of the Goſpel amongſt 
us. If you look into thoſe Families who are 
remarkable for their Neglect of publick 
Ordinances, you cannot but obſerve the moſt 
amazing Ignorance and Wickedneſs both in 
Parents aad Children, and muſt yiew them 
as 
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Ob of Chriſtian Compaſſi to de- 
: bis of” of the moſt uſeful Knowledge: 
ud to live like Brutes rather than Men. Lou, 
y dear F riends, have a greater Ambition in 
jou than theſe ſenſeleſs Creatures; therefore let 
ne importune you to diſtinguiſh .y ourſelves 
from _ readily embracing all Thee Op- 
— and attending with 
the utmoſt! drein et — e (when pre- 
ſnting yourſelves before God) to the Things 
lat are ſpoken concerning our Lord 7eſus Chriſt. 
2. If you would grow in the Knowledge 
o Chriſt, you muſt converſe much with the 
Word of G0 where Chriſt is revealed. Our 
Lord exhorted the People to ſearch the Scrip- 
ures, that they might be ſatisfied. in thoſe 
great Truths relating to him, for they teſti- 
fed of him, Jobn v. 49. It is an unſpeaka- 
ble Mercy, that God has favour'd you with 
this divine Light, and with daily Opportuni- 
ties of attending to thoſe glorious Views which 
t gives you of Chriſt, Theſe are Privileges, 
which ſome of our Forefathers were entirely, 
deprived of, and others enjoy d at the Peril of 
their Lives; and ſhalk; we be unthankful for 
them, or neglect to uſe them for thoſe Purpoſes 
for which they are given us. If you would 
gain that Wiſdom which is ſo excellent; if you 
yould improve in the Knowledge of Chriſt, 
you muſt, frequently examine his Word; for 
it is from that, that we have any Knowledge of | 
him, and by that it is that we are made wiſe 
unto os... It is much to be queſtioned, . 
wether; in the many thouſand Houſes, where 
LI &X3 2 there 
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mining with Care and Diligence all the 

hecies and - Promiſes relating to him, 
vth their exact Accompliſhment, to view the 
tepreſentations which are given of him, his 
Perſon and Offices, his Humiliation and Ex- 
dation, and all thoſe Things which belong 
o him as our God and Redeemer? Theie 
Things will not only encreaſe the Light of 
jour Minds, but greatly confirm and ſettle 
jou in the Faith of Chriſt, and in your Hopes 
of Salvation through him. 
z. You muſt meditate much upon Chriſt, 
if you would grow in the Knowledge of him. 
lt is to little Purpoſe haſtily to run over Chap- 
ter after Chapter in the Word of God, and to 
hear a Multitude of Sermons, if we do not di- 
geſt and improve them by ſpiritual Medita- 
ton, It is difficult, indeed, for young Per- 
ſons in the lively and vigorous Exerciſe 
ef their Senſes, and amidſt a Multitude of 
aluring and inviting Objects to fix their 
Attention upon Spiritual Things. They 
ze too frequently charm'd with the Beauties 
that appear in the inferior Enjoy ments of 
Life, and inſtead of employing their Thoughts 
in ſerious Meditation upon Chriſt, and the 
infinite Excellencies of his Perſon and Righ- 
teouſneſs; their Minds are too often cum- 
ber d with Schemes to raiſe and advance their 
Fortunes, and filled with pleaſing Thoughts 
of that Happineſs they propoſe to enjoy in 
tie Purſuit and Poſſeſſion of outward Com- 
forts. But be not deluded by the gilded Va- 
aities of the preſent State; they only amule, 

N D 2 but 
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but never ſatisfy your Souls; and they. keep 
you from converſing with a more excellent 
and glorious Object, the Lord Jeſus Chuiſ, 
the Knowledge of whom is ſo neceſſary, ct. 
namental and uſeful. Let your Thoughts 
then be more frequently and intenſely. fix'd 
upon Chriſt: Let every Sermon you hear, 
wherein the Doctrines of Chriſt are preached, 
be the Subject Matter of your ſerious Medi- 
tations: Let every Chapter you read be im- 
proved in the ſame happy Manner: Dwel 
upon every Verſe till you ſee a, freſh Beauty 
in it; and let not any thing you hear or read 
concerning Chriſt go unobſerved. Let your 
Cloſets be Witneſſes to your ſpiritual and af- 
fectionate Converſe with, and the ſolitary 
Walks you frequent, be the Places for your 
moſt pious and delightful Meditations upon 
Him, Think upon the various Characters 
and Titles which are given the Redeemer in 
his Word, meditate upon his glorious Quali- 
fications, the great Things he has done, and 
is ſtill doing; and thus continue muſing upon 
theſe ſacred Wonders till you have got clearer 
Views of Chriſt, till your Hearts are warm'd 
with greater Love to him, and your Souls are 
transformed more into his divine Image. 

4. Lou muſt be conſtant and importunate 
in Prayer to God, if you would grow in this 
Knowledge. That Knowledge which is ſpiri- 
tual and transforming comes from God, and 
all Improvements in it are the Effects of his 
ſpecial Grace, and muſt not be imputed to 
our own Sagacity and Diligence, or to 12 

s natur. 


e HS. — 


„ =, 


1291 
natural Diſpoſition there is in us to Chriſt and 
Holineſs. As we have no Reaſon to expect 
Advances in the Knowledge of Chriſt in the 
Neglect of Means; ſo we have as little Reaſon 
to attribute our Improvements, to Means only. 
Lou that are convinced of the Excellency of 
this Knowledge, and are deſirous to have your 
Souls adorned; with it, ſend up your impor- 
tunate Petitions to Heaven, that the Spirit of 
God would remove the Veil from off your 
Minds, that the Light of the glorious Go- 
ſpel of Chriſt, who is the Image of God, 
may ſhine. into them, and you, Who would 
willingly grow in this Knowledge, muſt pur- 
ſue the ſame happy Method, Hearing, Read- 
ing and Meditation are all the Means of Know- 
ledge, but are nevertheleſs unprofitable, unleſs 
they are under the ſpecial Bleſſing of God. 
Paul may plant, and Apollos water, but all in 
vain if God gives not the e 1 Cor. 
li, 6. It is of the utmoſt Importance, that 
you ſhould be ſenſible of this, leſt you ſhould 
attempt the Duty in my Text in you own 
Strength, and. ſo be always endeavouring to 
learn, and yet never come to the Knowledge 
of the Truth, nor make any Improvements 
therein. Senſible of your own, Inſufficiency 
for ſo great a Taſk, and of the Excellency as 
well as Neceſſity of the Teachings and In- 
ſtructions of the Spirit of God, ſend up your 
daily Petitions to him, and, with the utmoſt 
Earneſtneſs and Fervency, entreat the divine 
Guidance, The Spirit ſearcheth all Things, 


even 


EET 3 + 
even the deep Things of God, Epheſ. i. 1j 


He can eaſily ſcatter the Darkneſs of your . 


Minds, and lead you into the Knowledge of 
the Myſteries of the Kingdom of Chriſt. Let 
me entreat you then to give up yourſelves to 
the Guidance of the Spirit in all your Searches 
after this Knowledge, and to be conſtantly 
importunate with him for his divine Illumina- 
tions. If you live in the entire Neglect of 
Prayer you cannot be Chriſt's Diſciples; and if 
you are careleſs and indifferent in the Perform - 
ance of it you can expect but little Succeſs; 
your Eſteem for Chriſt will gradually abate, 
and your Knowledge of him will almoſt de- 
generate into meer Speculation. Prayer is a 
happy Means of keeping up Communion 
with Chriſt, and of preſerving and promot- 
ing the Power and Life of Religion in the 
Soul. If then, my Friends, you would make 
any Figure in Knowledge and Holineſs, if 
you would grow in an Acquaintance with 
Chriſt, 'let it be your Concern frequently and 
ſolemnly to look up to God, by Prayer, 
for the gracious Influences and Inſtructions 
of his Spirit, encouraging yourſelves with 
the Profoect of all defirable Succeſs ; for he 
that aſketh, receiveth, he that ſeeketh, find- 
eth, and to him that knocketh in ſhall be 
opened. | 
5, Aſſociate with thoſe who are eminent 
for their Knowledge of, and their Love to 
Chriſt. He that walketh with wiſe Men 
Hall be wiſe : but a Companion of Fools = 
e 
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by deſtroyed, Prov. xiii. 20. To chuſe thoſe 
for your Companions whoſe Minds are taint- 
ed with the moſt icious Errors, and 
whole Lives are of Impiety and Blaſ- 
phemy, is to take the ready Way to have your 
Eſteem for ſacred Things greatly abated and 
your Faith in the great and important Truths 
of Chriſtianity ſhaken. Evil Communications 
corrupt good Manners, 1. Cor. xv. 33. thro? 
frequent converſing with Perſons of a looſe 
and debauch'd Life, thoſe who have given 
the Proſpects and Hopes of the greateſt Uſe- 
fulneſs in the Ways of Chriſt, have been gra- 
dually led aſide, and have at laſt been brought 
to entertain a Fondneſs for what they once 
looked upan with the Indignation. 
Entertain the higheſt Eſteem for thoſe who 
are eminent for Holineſs, and zealous in pro- 
moting the Knowledge of Chriſt. Eſteem it 
an Honour to be their Aſſociates, frequently 
converſe with them, and diligently obſerve 
their pious and uſeful Inſtructions, - Lay be- 
fore your Difficulties, entreat their Pray- 
ers, and be careful to improve their Conver- 
ſation; 1 Means of en- 
creaſing your Knowledge of, ſtrengthening 
your Faith in, and your Love to the great 
Redeemer. —— Thus I have conſidered what 
was propoſed for your Inſtruction upon this 
excellent Subject: And now as God 5g gra- 
cioully continued your Privileges, and ſpar'd 
you to the Beginning of another Year ſo let 
it be your great Concern to obſerve the Di- 
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